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Party Wall Construction

The Building Standards Department issues Builder Tips as part of our customer service program. They are
designed to provide an improved understanding of the Building Code and to reduce the costs associated
with correcting infractions. Please contact your area building inspector for further information or call the
Building Standards Department at 905.475.4848 extension 2189

9.10.11. Firewalls
9.10.11.1. Required Firewalls

(1) Except as provided in Articles 9.10.11.2. a party wall on a property line shall be
constructed as a firewall. (See Note A-3.2.3.4.(1))

9.10.11.2. Firewalls Not Required

(1) A party wall on a property line of a building of residential occupancy need not be
constructed as a firewall, provided it is constructed as a fire separation having not less
than 1 h fire-resistance rating, where the party wall separates

(a) two dwelling units where there is no dwelling unit above another dwelling unit,

(b) a dwelling unit and a house with a secondary suite including their common
spaces, or

(c) two houses with a secondary suite including their common spaces.
(2) Reserved.

(3) The wall described in Sentence (1) shall provide continuous protection from the top
of the footings to the underside of the roof deck.

(4) Any space between the top of the wall described in Sentence (1) and the roof deck
shall be tightly filled with mineral wool or non-combustible material.

OBJECTIVE

In buildings of residential occupancy where there is no dwelling unit located above
another dwelling unit, a party wall is permitted to be constructed with minimum fire
resistance rating of 1 hour. The party wall may be construction of non-combustible or
combustible construction. Refer to the illustration for details of a combustible party wall.
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3 LAYERS OF 15.9mm (5/8") TYPE X
GYPSUM BOARD WITH DOUBLE
|l=—— TRUSS OR 1 LAYER ON EACH SIDE
OF 38 x 89 (2 x 4) STUD FRAMING

600 (24") O.C.
a N
=
WALL CONSTRUCTION: L 15.9mm (5/8") DRYWALL FINISH
15.9mm (5/8") TYPE X GYPSUM BOARD x
38 x 89 (2x4)STUD FRAMING GYPSUM BOARD FIRE STOPPING
@ 600 (24") O.C.
RSI 2.11 BATT INSULATION GYPSUM BOARD TO RESTRAIN
25mm (1") AIR SPACE | | INSULATION FROM FALLOUT OUT
38 x 89 (2 x 4) STUD FRAMING _
@ 600 (24") O.C." 38mm (1 1/2") SOLID BLOCKING
15.9mm (5/8") TYPE X GYPSUM BOARD 38mm (1 1/2") CONT. HEADER
2 LAYERS 12.7mm (1/2") GYP. BOARD.
JOISTS SUPPORTED ON FLUSH OR SEMI RIGID INSULATION FIRE
BEAM OR PARTITION STOPPING & DOUBLE BLOCKING
WALL CONSTRUCTION: ~ L 12.7mm (1/2") DRYWALL FINISH
15.9mm (5/8") TYPE X GYPSUM BOARD
38 x 89 (2 x 4) STUD FRAMING [~
@ 600 (24" O, FURR OUT FOR PIPING
RSI 2.11 BATT INSULATION - GYPSUM BOARD TO RESTRAIN
25mm (1) AIR SPACE — 7_ INSULATION FROM FALLOUT OUT
38 x 89 (2x 4) STUD FRAMING TIGHTLY FITTING ELECTRICAL OUTLET
@ 600 (24") O.C. BOXES TO BE OFFSET. PROVIDE
15.9mm (5/8") TYPE X GYPSUM BOARD ACOUSTICAL SEALANT AROUND THE
CARRY GYPSUM BOARD BEHIND " PERIMETER OF BOX & AT FLOOR/WALL
ALL STAIRS, FIXTURES, PARTITIONS JUNCTION
AND BULKHEADS

190mm SOLID MASONRY / ' SPACE FILLED BETWEEN JOISTS/
UNDER BEAMS & 50mm (2") —— BEAMS FILLED SOLID &
SOLID MASONRY UNDER JOISTS STAGGERED MINIMUM 100mm (4")
DWELLING UNIT A DWELLING UNIT B
S MIN. 38mm (1 1/2") END BEARING
190mm CONCRETE FOR JOISTS
BLOCK OR POURED MIN. 89mm (3 1/2") END BEARING
CONCRETE FOR BEAMS
FOUNDATION WALL
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2 < P <
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