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Updated to 2024 OBC

Combustible Piping

The Building Standards Department issues Builder Tips as part of our customer service program. They are
designed to provide an improved understanding of the Building Code and to reduce the costs associated
with correcting infractions. Please contact your area building inspector for further information or call the
Building Standards Department at 905.475.4848 extension 2189

3.1.5.19. Combustible Piping Materials (3.1.4.9. Combustible Piping was removed
from the 3.1.4. section)

3.1.5.20. Combustible Plumbing Fixtures

3.1.9.4. Combustible Piping Penetrations

3.1.5.26. Combustible Components in Public Pools and Public Spas
3.6.4.3. Plenum Requirements

7.2.5.11. Plastic Pipe, Fittings and Solvent Cement Used in Buildings (See Note A-
7.2.5.9.t07.2.5.11.)

OBJECTIVE

The scope for this builder tip is for buildings within the scope of Part 3 of the Building
Code. The intent of this Builder Tip is to assist plumbing/mechanical contractors and
building/ plumbing officials in determining the permitted use of combustible piping in
buildings. The following table summarizes the requirements and conditions that the
Building Code will permit combustible piping to be installed in a building of
noncombustible construction.
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BUILDING
CONSTRUCTION

LOCATION IN A
BUILDING

LIMITATIONS AND EXCEPTIONS

NON-COMBUSTIBLE
CONSTRUCTION

COMBUSTIBLE PIPING
PERMITTED ANYWHERE
(EXCEPT AN AIR PLENUM)
IN A BUILDING PROVIDED
IT HAS A MAXIMUM FLAME
SPREAD RATING OF 25.

THE FLAME SPREAD RATING IS WAIVED FOR COMBUSTIBLE PIPING
CONCEALED IN A WALL OR CONCRETE SLAB AND COMBUSTIBLE
COMPONENTS ASSOCIATED WITH A PUBLIC POOL. WHEN PIPING IS
USED IN HIGH-RISE BUILDING, IT MUST HAVE A MAXIMUM SDC OF 50,
EXCEPT WHEN CONCEALED IN A WALL OR CONCRETE SLAB.

POLYPROPYNE PIPES AND
FITTINGS USED FOR
PLUMBING DWV USED
HIGHLY CORROSIVE
MATERIALS.

THE BUILDING IS NOT SPRINKLERED, PIPING IS NOT IN A VERTICAL
SHAFT AND PIPE IS FIRESTOPPED WITH A SYSTEM WITH A FT RATING
NOT LESS THAN THE FRR FOR SEPARATION WHEN SUBJECTED TO THE
FIRE TEST METHOD, WITH A PRESSURE DIFFERENTIAL OF 50 Pa
BETWEEN THE EXPOSED AND UNEXPOSED SIDES, WITH THE HIGHER
PRESSURE ON THE EXPOSED SIDE.

COMBUSTIBLE PIPING
PERMITTED IN A CEILING
SPACE AIR PLENUM,
PROVIDED IT HAS A
MAXIMUM FSR RATING OF
25 AND A SDC OF 50.

THE FLAME SPREAD AND SMOKE DEVELOPMENT RATINGS ARE WAIVED
FOR PNEUMATIC TUBING WITH 10mm (3/8") OUTSIDE DIAMETER.
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